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A SCHOOL OF PHARMACY FOR SHEFFIELD  
 
Sheffield Hallam University has started the accreditation process for a School of 
Pharmacy. As part of the accreditation process the Pharmaceutical Society will 
visit the University in April to consider the financial underpinning for the School 
and, following this, the society will then assess the curriculum. Once these 
elements of the accreditation meet their approval the doors will open to students 
in September 2008. Accreditation visits will follow for each of the four years of the 
MPharm course with the first graduations expected in 2012. 
 
Head of School, Professor David Gerrett has recognised that the face of 
pharmacy is changing and that the course is planned to be future-proofed with 
the emphasis placed on clinical pharmacy and therapeutics. He is keen to focus 
on practice and to ensure the local employability of the graduates. To help 
achieve these objectives he is seeking to appoint two teacher-practitioners from 
local community practice who will split their time equally between academia and 
practice. The successful applicants will need to be very experienced pharmacists 
with recognisable achievements in community who can be role models for 
students and provide authoritative instruction to future pharmacy practitioners. 
Community pharmacists interested should contact me for details 
Stephen.freedman1@btinternet.com.  
 
Obviously there is a huge potential for visits, placements and the pre-registration 
year. The School is seeking to work together very closely with Sheffield 
contractors, to ensure student gain the necessary experience to become 
vocational professionals and a credit to the practice of pharmacy. The intake of 
60 then 90 students each year will provide huge opportunities for research 
projects such as community audits. 
 
Sheffield LPC shares the view with Professor Gerrett that this is a very exciting 
time and that we are at the beginning of a real adventure. We have the power to 
help create the next generation of practitioners. The school will be directed by a 
broad steering group drawn from all aspects of practice and academia. LPC is 
part of this process and this is your opportunity to become involved. David Gerrett 
is keen to emphasise that his door is always open to local pharmacists. 
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Community MAR Charts  

     
 
A big thank-you to all those of you who returned feedback on 
community MAR Charts. We will be meeting shortly with 
representatives from Social Services to discuss the issues raised. 
Not all responses were negative, there were also many comments 
in praise of the system which was designed to aid patients in the 
community needing help with medication.   
 

Weekly Prescriptions 
Some contractors are still having difficulty getting weekly prescriptions for patients who require 
their medication to be supplied in monitored dosage systems. Although GMS guidance reminds 
GPs not to provide 7 - day scripts the guidance does recognise that there may be occasions when 
the weekly script would be appropriate. This view is shared by the LMC and any contractor who is 
meeting resistance should contact the LPC for support. 
 

Sheffield LPC meets Local MP 
 

Sheffield LPC recently played host to the Labour MP for Attercliffe, Clive Betts at 
the annual PSNC conference and dinner. Although Mr Betts does not historically 
have a strong line on health matters he showed a great interest in the issues 
affecting pharmacy. He is keen to learn more about how we can play an increasing 
role in the public health agenda. He also recognises the need to maintain the 
established services as well as develop new ones. Members of the LPC will 
shortly be taking him on a visit to a number of pharmacies across the city. 
Hopefully we can also encourage other Sheffield MPs to take an active interest in 
what we do. 

 

Oxygen De-Commissioning Fee 
 
PSNC have agreed with the Department of Health that pharmacy contractors 
will receive a fee of £50 for each authorised oxygen headset purchased on or 
after 1 July 2004 and a fee of £25 for each authorised headsets purchased 
before that date, subject to a pharmacy contractor’s claim meeting the criteria 
for payment set out in Part X of the Drug Tariff. 
 
The Department of Health have also indicated that changes are expected to be 
made shortly to the regulations to block the prescribing of oxygen on NHS 
prescription forms in England. A date has not yet been set for the amendment 
regulations to be laid. More information as it becomes available will be published 
on the PSNC Website (www.psnc.org.uk/oxygen). 
 

MUR Update 
Following the strong growth in MUR numbers achieving 1198 in November, the MUR total figure 
for December dipped to 848 reviews. Taking Christmas into account this is still excellent news. 
Nationally, Sheffield is the second highest performing PCT. Only one PCT, Hampshire, performed 
better with 895 reviews.  
That’s the good news…………….the bad news is that there is still a large amount of funds 
unclaimed. This is money is gleaned through category M savings to the PCT. If every one of the 
114 Sheffield pharmacies claimed for their full entitlement of 400 reviews at £25 each then 
community pharmacy would benefit to the tune of £95,000 per month. In December we claimed 
£21,200, leaving over £70,000 behind in the PCT coffers! Of these 114 Sheffield pharmacies only 
51 submitted a claim for MUR reviews, 63 pharmacies claiming nothing. The PCT is constantly 
looking to cut back on the money it spends, new services will undoubtedly suffer. MUR money is 
there for the taking. Make sure you take your fair share, but don’t let the quality suffer. It may be 
true to say that in the eyes of the local surgery a pharmacy is only as good as its last MUR review! 
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Patient Safety  
In their January 2007 edition of the Patient Safety Bulletin the National Patient Safety Agency 
(NPSA) highlights a rise in community pharmacy reporting since the implementation of the new 
pharmacy contractual framework. The reporting of errors contributes to patient safety through the 
reflective process of reviewing errors with the pharmacy staff and also leads to individual and 
organisational learning. 

 
In the period between November 2003 and June 2006 there were 2,041 reports 
received by the NPSA. One error resulted in the death of a patient and 26 resulted in 
moderate harm to the patient. 
 

Of these dispensing errors reported the majority (63%) involved picking errors related to drugs with 
similar names, or the wrong strength. Commonly involved drugs included amitriptyline , atenolol , 
amlodipine  and amiloride . This high incidence of errors with certain drugs could be due to their 
high usage within community pharmacy, or could be due to the fact that these could have a greater 
capacity for causing patient harm and therefore incidents are more likely to be reported by staff. 

 
The following table, published in the bulletin, shows the types of error reported. 
 
Type of Error Number of Reports 
Adverse drug reactions when used as intended 2 
Contra-indications in relation to drugs or conditions 11 
Mismatching between patient and medicine 111 
Omitted medicine/ingredient 27 
Patient allergic to treatment 6 
Wrong/omitted/passed expiry date 42 
Wrong/omitted patient information leaflet 5 
Wrong/omitted verbal patient directions 3 
Wrong/transposed/omitted medicine label 102 
Wrong/unclear dose/strength 612 
Wrong drug/medicine 672 
Wrong formulation 180 
Wrong frequency 31 
Wrong method of preparation/supply 19 
Wrong quantity 128 
Wrong route 1 
Wrong storage 4 
Unknown 58 
Other 27 
Total 2,041 
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HEALTH EVENTS DIARY April - May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Health Events Diary for the year can also be downloaded from the LPC Website 

http://www.sheffieldlpc.co.uk/downloads.html  
 
 
 
 
 

April 7th World Health Day World Health Organisatio n www.euro.who.int    
Apr 8 - 14 Mental Health Action Week Mental Health Foundation Ph: 020 7803 1100 

Fax: 020 7803 1111  
Email: mhf@mhf.org.uk   www.mentalhealth.org.uk   

Apr 16 - 22 Depression Awareness Week Depression Al liance Infoline: 0845 123 
2320 Fax: 020 7278 6747  
Email: information@depressionalliance.org   
www.depressionalliance.org   

Apr 16 - 22 Parkinson's Awareness Week Parkinson's Disease Society Helpline: 
0808 800 0303 Ph: 020 7963 9370 Fax: 020 7630 8743  
Email: pr@parkinsons.org.uk  www.parkinsons.org.uk   

  
May 1 World Asthma Day Asthma UK Adviceline: 08457 01 02 03 Ph: 020 7786 

4900 Fax: 020 7786 6075 Email: info@asthma.org.uk   
www.asthma.org.uk    

May 1 - 31 CF Month Cystic Fibrosis Trust Ph: 020 8 464 7211 Fax: 020 8313 0472 
Email: events@cftrust.org.uk   www.cftrust.org.uk   

May 1 - 31 Save a Baby Month Foundation for the Stu dy of Infant Deaths Helpline: 
020 7233 2090 Ph: 020 7222 8001 Fax: 020 7222 8002  
Email: office@fsid.org.uk   www.fsid.org.uk   

May 6 - 12 Dystonia Awareness Week The Dystonia Soc iety Helpline: 0845 458 6322 
Ph: 0845 458 6211 Fax: 0845 458 6311  
Email: info@dystonia.org.uk   www.dystonia.org.uk   

May 6 - 13 M.E. Awareness Week Action for M.E. Help line: 0845 123 2314 Ph: 0117 
927 9551 Fax: 0117 927 9552 Email: admin@afme.org.uk   
www.afme.org.uk   

May 7 - 13 National Thrombosis Week Lifeblood - The  Thrombosis Charity Ph/Fax: 
01406 381017 Email: information@thrombosis-charity.org.uk   
www.thrombosis-charity.org.uk   

May 12 - 19 Lymphatic Cancer Awareness Week Lymphom a Association Helpline: 
0808 808 5555 Ph: 01296 619418 Fax: 01296 619415  
Email: juliem@lymphoma.org.uk   www.lymphoma.org.uk   

May 13 - 19 National Breastfeeding Awareness Week D epartment of Health 
www.breastfeeding.nhs.uk   

May 13 - Jun 12 National Smile Month British Dental  Health Foundation Helpline: 0845 
063 1188 Ph: 0870 770 4000 Fax: 0870 770 4010 Email : 
mail@dentalhealth.org.uk  www.dentalhealth.org.uk   

May 14 International Fibromyalgia Awareness Day Fib romyalgia Association UK 
Helpline: 0870 220 1232 (Mon-Fri 10am-4pm) Ph: 0138 4 895002  
Fax: 01384 895005 
Email: fmaukoffice@aol.com   www.fmauk.org   

May 15 International Day of Families UN www.un.org   
May 20 - 26 National Epilepsy Week Epilepsy Action Helpline: 0808 800 500  

Ph: 0113 210 8800 Fax: 0113 391 0300 Email: epilepsy@epilepsy.org.uk   
www.epilepsy.org.uk   

May 21 - 25 National Allergy Week Allergy UK Ph: 01 322 619898 Fax: 01322 663480 
Email: info@allergyuk.org   www.allergyuk.org   

May 21 - 25 Walk To School Week Living Streets Ph: 020 7820 1010 Fax: 020 7820 
8208 Email: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk 
www.walktoschool.org.uk 

May 21 - 27 Cancer Prevention Week incorporating Fr uity Friday May 25 World 
Cancer Research Fund (WCRF UK) Helpline: 020 7343 4 205  
Ph: 020 7343 4200Fax: 020 7343 4201  
Email: FruityFriday@wcrf.org   www.fruityfriday.org   

May 31 World No-Tobacco Day World Health Organizati on 
www.euro.who.int/tobaccofree   
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NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of Sheffield LPC will be held on Monday evening, May 14th at the Salvation Army 
Citadel, Psalter Lane.  
 
Meetings start at 7.00pm and finish by 9.30pm. Observers are welcome to the open sections of the 
meeting. Contractors wishing to attend are asked to contact me in advance. 
 
Steve 

Tina Cooke (Chair) 
 e-mail: tinacooke@btinternet.com 

 Tel: 0777 568 6273 

Steve Freedman (Secretary) 
 e-mail: stephen.freedman1@btinternet.com 

 Tel: 0773 178 1449 
Brigid Murphy (Treasurer) 

 e-mail: parkgrangepharmandpo@hotmail.com 
 Tel: 0774 715 0668 

Spencer Noble (Vice Chair) 
 e-mail: spencer.noble@co-op.co.uk 

 Tel: 0776 589 8925 
James Wood 

e-mail: jameswilliamwood@hotmail.com   
Tel: 07743 857 014 

Andrew Hartley 
 e-mail: a2j2h2@hotmail.com 

 Tel: 0794 607 7444 
Andrew Duckenfield 

 e-mail:  
 Tel: 07812 098419 

Terry Relf  

Tristan Needs 
 e-mail:  needstristan@yahoo.co.uk 

 Tel: 0777 555 8778 

Mary Jane Sagar 
 e-mail:  maryjanesagar@yahoo.co.uk 

Chris Chulu 
e-mail: christo@chulu100.fsnet.co.uk  

Ravi Mohan 
e-mail: rmohan@weldricks.co.uk  

Garry Myers (PSNC Representative)    
e-mail:  garry.myers@btconnect.com 


